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SUBJ: MALAYSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER VISITS BURMA 

BEGIN SUMMARY: MALAYSIAN EOREIGN MINISTER TENGKU RITHAUDDEEN MADE 
AN OFEICIAL VISIT TO BURMA DECEMBER 8-10. WHILE HERE HE MET WITH 
PRESIDENT NE WIN, WHO PROMISED TO VISIT MALAYSIA SOON. NO OUT- 
STANDING PROBLEM IN BILATERAL RELATIONS EMERGED DURING THE VISIT. 
REPORTEDLY THE EOREIGN MINISTER WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED BY HIS 
WARM RECEPTION IN CAMBODIA, WHERE HE HAD JUST BEEN, AND BELIEVES 
MALAYSIA CAN MOVE AHEAD IN EXPANDING RELATIONS WITH THE CAMBODIANS. 
END SUMMARY. 

1. MALAYSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER TENGKU AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN MADE 
AN OFEICIAL VISIT TO BURMA DECEMBER 8 TO 10, COMING TO RANGOON 
ALTER A SIMILAR VISIT TO CAMBODIA. WHILE HERE HE MET WITH 
PRESIDENT NE WIN, EOREIGN MINISTER U HLA PHONE AND OTHER MINISTERS 
AND HIGH GOVERNMENT OEEICIALS. AS USUAL THERE WERE NO REPORTS OP 
THE VISIT IN THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED PRESS UNTIL ALTER TENGKU 
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RITHAUDDEEN’S ARRIVAL, AND THEN JUST A LISTING OP CALLS AND 
OTHER EVENTS OF HIS SCHEDULE. NO STATEMENTS BY THE MALAYSIAN 
EOREIGN MINISTER APPEARED IN PRINT. 

2. MALAYSIAN AMBASSADOR YUSOP BIN ARIPF, WHO HAS BEEN IN 
RANGOON ONLY TWO WEEKS, TOLD AN EMBASSY OPFICER THAT THE 
PURPOSE OF TENGKU RITHAUDDEEN’S VISIT TO BURMA WAS TO REGAIN 
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MOMENTUM IN BILATERAL RELATIONS, WHICH HAD BEEN AT, I .OWED TO 
DRIFT SINCE TUN RAZAK'S DEATH. (NE WIN REPORTEDLY TOLD THE 
MALAYSIANS HE REGARDED RAZAK AS A CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND. 

PERHAPS REFLECTING HIS FOREIGN MINISTER'S COMMENTS, THE 
AMBASSADOR SAID THE PRESENT MALAYSIAN PRIME MINISTER, HUSSEIN 
ONN, HAD A DIFFERENT SORT OF PERSONALITY AND WAS HAVING SOME 
DIFFICULTY ESTABLISHING RAPPORT WITH OTHER ASIAN LEADERS. HE 
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED INDONESIAN PRESIDENT SUHARTO IN THIS 
CONNECTION, ALONG WITH NE WIN. APPARENTLY NE WIN AND HUSSEIN 
ONN DID NOT HIT IT OFF WHEN THE MALAYSIAN PRIME MINISTER VISITED 
HERE A YEAR AGO.) NE WIN TOLD THE FOREIGN MINISTER THAT HE 
WOULD MAKE AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO MALAYSIA SOON. 

3. THE MALAYSIANS FOUND NE WIN LESS THAN FORTHCOMING ABOUT 
HIS RECENT TRIP TO CAMBODIA. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THEY HAD 
CONCLUDED 

THAT IF NE WIN HAD ANYTHING OF IMPORTANCE TO SAY 
ON THE SUBJECT OF CAMBODIA, HE WOULD TELL IT TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER, NOT THE FOREIGN MINISTER. REGARDING CHINA, NE 
WIN SAID THAT HE DID NOT FEAR CHINA, THAT THE CONCEPT OF 
FEAR WAS MEANINGLESS GIVEN BURMA'S RELATIVE WEAKNESS. THE 
PRESIDENT CHARACTERIZED THE TWO COUNTRIES AS A TIGER AND A 
HEN. HE SAID THE IMPORTANT THING FOR THE HEN WAS NOT TO 
PANIC. NE WIN ALSO EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT CHINA WOULD 
NEVER TRY TO INTERVENE IN BURMA'S DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. WHEN 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER ASKED ABOUT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE BURMA 
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COMMUNIST PARTY (BCP), NE WIN REPORTEDLY ASSURED HIM THAT 
BURMA COULD HANDLE THE BCP. 

4. THE AMBASSADOR REPORTED THAT NOTHING NEW DEVELOPED ON THE 
SUBJECT OF ASEAN. BOTH SIDES REPEATED WELL KNOWN POSITIONS AND 
PROFESSED COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING OF THE OTHER'S POINT OF VIEW. 

THE MALAYSIANS REITERATED THAT THE DOOR WAS ALWAYS OPEN FOR 
BURMA TO JOIN ASEAN. NE WIN REPLIED THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT 
WAS NOT OPPORTUNE FOR BURMA TO DRAW CLOSER TO THE REGIONAL 
GROUPING. 

5. REGARDING THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S TRIP TO CAMBODIA, THE 
AMBASSADOR SAID THE FOREIGN MINISTER WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED 
BY THE WARMTH, AND APPARENT GOOD WILL WITH WHICH HE WAS 
RECEIVED IN PHNOM PENH. MALAYSIA'S OBJECTIVE AT THIS POINT, 

HE SAID, IS TO TRY TO CONVINCE THE CAMBODIANS AND OTHER 
INDOCHINA STATES OF THE GOM'S GOOD INTENTIONS, AND THE BEST 
WAY TO DO THIS IS TO OFFER TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND INITIATE 
PERSONAL CONTACTS ON ALL LEVELS. RITHAUDDEEN FORMED THE 
IMPRESSION THAT THE CAMBODIANS ARE RECEPTIVE TO THIS APPROACH. 
THE AMBASSADOR COMMENTED, AGAIN POSSIBLY REFLECTING THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER'S VIEWS, THAT IT PROBABLY WILL TAKE A GENERATION FOR 
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MALAYSIA TO ENJOY TRULY NORMAL RELATIONS WITH THE EORMER 
INDOCHINA STATES IN VIEW OF ITS ANTI-COMMUNIST POSTURE DURING 
THE VIET-NAM CONFLICT. 

6. THE AMBASSADOR ALSO MADE THE STATEMENT THAT THERE IS NO 
OUTSTANDING ISSUE OR PROBLEM IN MALAYSIA'S RELATIONS WITH 
BURMA THAT REQUIRED DISCUSSING. HE SAID ONE CABINET MINISTER 
HAD ALLUDED TO THE SMUGGLING OF TIN AND OTHER COMMODITIES 
EROM TENASSERIM COAST TO PENANG. THE AMBASSADOR DISMISSED 
THIS ISSUE AS BEING OF NO CURRENT IMPORTANCE. HE SAID THAT 
RAZAK HAD CONVINCED NE WIN AT THEIR LAST MEETING THAT THIS WAS A 
PROBLEM EOR BURMA TO RESOLVE, AND NE WIN 
HAD NOT RAISED THE SUBJECT AGAIN. 

BEAN 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 RANGOO 03890 140724Z 

BT 

#3890 


NNN 

CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 14-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977RANG0003890 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770465-0136 

Format: TEL 
From: RANGOON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771257/aaaabvxx.tel 

Line Count: 145 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 754c3a04-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 239106 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MALAYSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER VISITS BURMA BEGIN SUMMARY: MALAYSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER TENGKU RITHAUDDEEN 

MADE AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO BURMA DECEMBER 8-10. WHILE HE 

TAGS: PDIP, BM 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/754c3a04-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



